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HOW MUCH DOES WEB SCRAPING COST?

How much does web
scraping cost?

“What is the cost?” will always be one of the first questions when searching for web
scraping solutions. However, it's tough to answer this question right off the bat.
Web scraping has many factors and it can be difficult to determine the price
without first identifying your specific needs and researching all of the options
available to you. The cost of web scraping can vary widely, ranging from $0 to $10K
and more. The amount you spend on web scraping will mostly depend on the
complexity of the websites you want to scrape, what data you need, the volume of

data to be collected and how you like to do the web scraping job.

First, consider your specific needs and the level of complexity of your web scraping
project. This is mostly ignored but extremely important when customers ask for a
quote from us. Understanding your project’'s complexity will be a huge help when

budgeting your web scraping project.
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How to define a web scraping
project complexity

The complexity varies according to the volume of data that needs to be extracted, the
number of source websites, the frequency of data extraction, and how difficult it is to
extract the data, particularly if the source features dynamic content and anti-scraping
measures. These elements together determine the project's overall difficulty and scope,

impacting resource allocation, planning, and execution strategies.

1. Frequency of Scraping Tasks 2. Volume of Data to be Scraped
What is the frequency that you need your What is the volume of data you need
data extracted and available for your extracted? This can be measured by the
analysis? number of requests, product SKUs,

website pages and other variables
« Consistent Needs: If your web depending on your project.
scraping needs are regular and
predictable, a fixed pricing model « High Volume: A fixed pricing model is
might be more suitable. It offers often more economical for high-
stability and predictability in costs. volume data scraping, as it can offer
« Sporadic Needs: For businesses with unlimited or large amounts of data
irregular scraping requirements, a scraping for a set fee.
pay-as-you-go model can be more « Variable Volume: If the volume of data
cost-effective, as it allows for you need varies, a pay-as-you-go
payment based on actual usage. model can provide the flexibility to

pay only for what you use.
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3. Budget Constraints 4. Scalability Requirements

Do you expect your web scraping needs

How much money do you have allocated to change over time?

for your web scraping project?

« Growing Needs: If you anticipate
your web scraping needs will
increase over time, consider whether
the pricing model can accommodate
this growth.

« Decreasing Needs: If your needs are
expected to decrease, a model that
allows for scaling down without
significant costs would be beneficial.

o Fixed Budget: For businesses with a
set budget for web scraping, a fixed
pricing model provides cost certainty.

« Flexible Budget: If your budget is
variable or uncertain, the pay-as-you-
go model allows for adjustments
based on your current financial
situation.

5. Customization Needs

How complex is the data and how difficult
itis to extract? Do you need any special
formatting or customization? Consider
your unique requirements.

« Standard Requirements: If your web
scraping needs are standard, either
pricing model could work.

« Specialized Requirements: For
projects requiring customized
solutions, a fixed pricing model might
offer more tailored services.
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Let’'s look at an example of a web scraping
project. We will exemplify each level of

complexity from simple to highly complex:

Competitor Pricing Example

Image a web scraping project to collect and track prices for different products across websites.

Let's analyze different job complexities for this type of project.

1. Simple N 2. Standard £\

At this level, the task involves scraping a
single well-known website, such as
Amazon, for a modest selection of up to
50 products. It's a straightforward
undertaking often executed using
manual scraping techniques or readily
available tools.

3. Complex Y

Involving data collection on hundreds of
products from numerous intricate
websites, complexity intensifies further
at this level. The frequency of data
collection also becomes a pivotal
consideration. It is advisable to engage a
professional web scraping company for
such projects. A professional web
scraping service provider is
recommended for this complexity level.
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The complexity escalates as the scope
widens to encompass up to 100 products
across an average of 10 websites.
Typically, these projects can be efficiently
managed with the aid of web scraping
software or by enlisting the services of a
freelance web scraper.

4. Super Hard i

Reserved for expansive endeavors, this
level targets large-scale websites with
thousands of products or items. Think of
sectors with dynamic pricing, like airlines
or hotels, not limited to retail. The
challenge here transcends sheer volume
and extends to the intricate logic required
for matching products or items, such as
distinct hotel room types or variations in
competitor products. To ensure data
quality and precision, opting for an
enterprise-level web scraping company is
highly recommended for organizations
operating at this level.
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Pricing Models for Web
Scraping Services

Fixed vs. Pay-as-You-Go

There are different payment models for web scraping. If your company is looking to start a web
scraping project, you might find yourself a bit overwhelmed by the various pricing structures
out there. But don't worry, we've got you covered. It's all about finding that sweet spot where
cost meets functionality.

How are web scraping services priced? Web scraping services are priced based on the amount
of data you need to scrape (data volume), the complexity of the task and the websites you need
the data from, the frequency and speed (real-time or on a frequent basis like daily or weekly),
level of customization, maintenance and support needed.

Choosing the right pricing model for a web scraping project that suits your company’s size and
project complexity is crucial for efficiency and cost-effectiveness. Let's delve into the two
primary pricing models in web scraping: the fixed pricing model and the pay-as-you-go pricing

model, each with its unique features and benefits.
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Fixed Pricing Model

The fixed pricing model is characterized by a pre-determined, unchanging fee that users pay

for a specific amount of web scraping resources. This model typically operates on a monthly or

yearly subscription basis, offering a certain number of requests, data volume, or concurrent

connections. It is recommended for large-scale or highly customized projects, where standard

pricing models don't fit.

Concept and Framework

The fixed pricing model in web scraping
services is a systematic approach where
clients pay a pre-determined,
unchanging fee for a specified set of web
scraping resources. This model is
designed to offer a stable and predictable
cost structure, which is particularly
appealing to businesses that require
consistent and regular web scraping
services. Unlike variable pricing models,
where costs can fluctuate based on
usage, the fixed pricing model provides a
sense of financial security and simplicity
in budgeting, as the fees remain constant
regardless of the amount of data scraped
or the frequency of scraping.
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Service Parameters

Under the fixed pricing model, the scope
of services is clearly defined from the
outset. This includes specifying the
number of requests that can be made, the
volume of data that can be scraped, and
the number of concurrent connections
that are permitted under the plan. These
parameters are set based on the typical
needs of the client and are designed to
meet their specific web scraping
objectives. By having these limits in place,
clients can plan their web scraping
activities more effectively, knowing the
capacity and capabilities they have at
their disposal. This clarity also helps in
avoiding overutilization or underutilization
of resources, ensuring that the clients get
the most value out of their subscriptions.




HOW MUCH DOES WEB SCRAPING COST?

Subscription Basis

Typically, this model operates on a
subscription basis. Clients can choose
between monthly or yearly payment
plans, depending on their preference and
the nature of their web scraping
requirements. This subscription
approach is akin to a membership, where
the client’s ongoing payments ensure
continuous access to the web scraping
services. The subscription model is
beneficial for both the service provider
and the client. For the provider, it
ensures a steady revenue stream and
customer loyalty. For the client, it
guarantees ongoing service without the
need to renegotiate terms or face
unexpected price hikes.

Customization and Flexibility
within Limits

While the fixed pricing model is
characterized by its predefined structure,
it often allows for a degree of
customization to cater to specific client
needs. This could involve adjusting the
limits on data volume or requests or
adding specific features or services to
the standard plan. Such flexibility within
the confines of a fixed structure enables
businesses to tailor the service to their
unique requirements, while still enjoying
the benefits of a predictable pricing
model.

Ficstar Software Inc.

Predictability and Stability

One of the key advantages of the fixed
pricing model is its predictability. Clients
can budget for their web scraping needs
without worrying about variable costs.
This stability is particularly important for
businesses that rely on consistent data
flows for their operations, such as
market research firms, e-commerce
businesses, and financial institutions.
The fixed pricing model eliminates the
uncertainty associated with fluctuating
costs, allowing these businesses to
allocate their financial resources more
efficiently.
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Suitability -

Is a Fixed price model
the best choice for
me?

If you are still not sure if the fixed price
model is the best option for your
business, let’s dive in the types of
businesses that can take the most from a
fixed price model web scraping service:

Pros

o Predictable Costs: Simplifies budgeting

with consistent monthly fees.

e High-Volume Suitability: Ideal for regular,

large-scale scraping operations.

o Customized Customer Service: Offers
tailored support and services.
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1. Large Enterprises

This model is particularly beneficial for
large enterprises with consistent, high-
volume web scraping needs. It provides a
stable and predictable cost structure,
ideal for businesses that require regular
data extraction at scale.

2. Regular and Predictable

Projects

Projects with defined scopes and
consistent data requirements are well-
suited for the fixed pricing model. It offers
the reliability of a steady data flow
without the need for frequent
adjustments.

3. Budget Certainty

Organizations that prefer fixed
operational costs and budget certainty
find this model appealing. It allows for
precise financial planning without the risk
of unexpected expenses.

Cons

 Inflexibility: Less suited for irregular or

unpredictable scraping needs.

o Risk of Overpayment: Potential for paying

for unused services.
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Pay-as-You-Go Pricing Model

In the dynamic world of web scraping, the pay-as-you-go pricing model, also known as

usage-based pricing, stands out for its flexibility and adaptability. This model is increasingly

popular among businesses that require web scraping services but prefer a payment structure

that aligns with their actual usage. This article explores the nuances of the pay-as-you-go

pricing model, its suitability for various business types, and its advantages and disadvantages.

The pay-as-you-go model is fundamentally different from traditional fixed pricing models.

Here, users are charged based on their actual consumption of web scraping resources. This

could include metrics like the number of requests made or the volume of data retrieved.

Concept and Flexibility

The pay-as-you-go pricing model, also
known as usage-based pricing,
represents a dynamic and adaptable
approach to billing for web scraping
services. In this model, clients are
charged based on their actual usage of
web scraping resources. This could
include metrics such as the number of
requests made, the volume of data
retrieved, or the duration of data scraping
activities. This model is distinguished by
its flexibility, allowing clients to scale
their usage up or down based on their
immediate needs, without being tied to a

fixed subscription fee.
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Ideal for Variable Needs

This model is particularly advantageous
for businesses with fluctuating web
scraping requirements. Unlike the fixed
pricing model, where clients pay a set fee
regardless of their usage, the pay-as-
you-go model ensures that clients only
pay for the resources they consume. This
makes it an economical choice for
businesses that do not require constant
web scraping services or those that
experience seasonal variations in their
data needs.
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Suitability for Diverse Business
Types

The model is particularly suitable for a

Operational Advantages

One of the key operational advantages of
wide range of businesses, including the pay-as-you-go model is its
small to medium-sized businesses scalability. Clients can easily adjust their
(SMBs), startups, and companies usage based on their current needs,
undertaking one-time or short-term scaling up during periods of high
projects. For SMBs and startups, the demand and scaling down when less
model is attractive due to its low entry data is required. This scalability is
barrier and the absence of hefty upfront particularly beneficial for businesses in
costs. For short-term projects, it offers rapidly changing industries or those
the flexibility to engage in web scraping experimenting with web scraping for
activities without the commitment of a new projects.

long-term contract.

Budgeting and Cost Management = Operational Advantages

From a financial perspective, the pay-as-

you-go model offers the advantage of

variable cost management. Businesses

with limited or unpredictable budgets can
benefit from this model as it aligns their

expenses with their actual data needs.

However, it's important for clients to

monitor their usage to avoid unexpected

high costs, especially in cases of high-

volume scraping.

Pricing Structure

In the pay-as-you-go model, the pricing

structure is typically transparent and

straightforward, with clear rates for each

unit of resource used. For example, a
client might be charged a specific
amount per thousand requests or per
gigabyte of data scraped. This granular

pricing allows for precise cost control and
ensures that clients are only billed for the

resources they actually use.
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While the pay-as-you-go model is
inherently flexible, it also allows for a
degree of customization. Clients can
often choose from a range of options and
add-ons to suit their specific scraping
requirements. This could include
selecting specific data sources,
customizing the frequency of scraping, or
opting for additional processing or

analysis services.
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Suitability - :
i y i 2. One-Time or Short-Term
Is a flexible price i
) Projects
model the best choice . . . .
Projects with sporadic scraping needs or
for me? those without the requirement for a long-
term contract find this model highly
If you are still not sure if a usage-based suitable. It offers the flexibility to scale up

or down based on the project’s duration

price model is the best option for your
and intensity.

business, let’s dive into the types of
businesses that can take the most from a

variable price model for web scraping

service: 3. Businesses with Small or
Unpredictable Budgets
1.Small to Medium-Sized Organizations that operate with limited or

unpredictable budgets can benefit from
the pay-as-you-go model. It provides the
flexibility to adjust expenses in
accordance with their current financial

Businesses (SMBs)

For SMBs, which often have fluctuating
needs and smaller budgets, this model is

capabilities.

particularly advantageous. It allows these pabiit

businesses to access web scraping

services without the commitment and

financial strain of a fixed monthly or

annual fee.

Pros Cons
» Cost-Efficiency: This model is e Cost Uncertainty: For high-volume

particularly cost-effective for sporadic or scraping, costs can become
one-time scraping tasks, as it eliminates unpredictable, which might be
the need for a hefty, ongoing challenging for budgeting.

subscription fee.
e Complex Pricing Structures: Some plans

» Scalability and Flexibility: Users can scale may have hidden costs or complex
their usage up or down based on their pricing structures, which can be a
current needs, offering a high degree of concern for users. For more insight into
operational flexibility. this, [this article on the hidden costs of

web scraping](https://ficstar.com/the-
hidden-cost-of-web-scraping/) can be

helpful.
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Let’'s talk price

0k, now that you know how to position your project according to the complexity of data

collection, let’s talk about money. From here, we will delve into the price of web scraping,

exploring the available options that align with your budget.

Simple Projects

Standard Projects

Complex Projects

Enterprise-level
projects

No cost / free $0 to $1.000 $1.000 - $10.000 $10,000 +

Manual Data Ereel Competitor Pricing Enterprise-level
Extraction reeflancer Service Provider Competitor Pricing
Free Web Web Scraping

Scraping Tools Softwares

Ficstar Software Inc.
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Web scraping for free ($0)

1. Manual web scraping:

If it's a small web scraping project, you might consider taking matters into your own hands and
manually copying and pasting the content you need from a website. For a simple job, this is

possible. But as the complexity increases, it will get harder, and more time-consuming to do it

manually.

For example, it's a simple job to check flight ticket pricing several times a day, it can be done by

yourself with manual web scraping. But to be honest, we're all human and so we have limits.

How often can you check the website in a day? Can you check it 24 hours a day non-stop?

Manual web scraping is free and has its pros and cons.

Pros

Manually collecting data offers flexibility,
enabling individuals to selectively choose
specific data without any technical
constraints. Additionally, there's an inherent
cost-saving advantage, as one doesn't need

to invest in specialized tools or subscriptions.

One significant perk of the manual approach
is its ability to bypass the anti-bot measures
that many sites implement. Moreover,
manually browsing through competitor sites
offers insights into the contextual landscape
of pricing strategies, such as promotional
bundles or unique discounts, which might
elude automated tools. This hands-on
approach guarantees real-time, up-to-the-
minute data.
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Cons

While manual scraping may appear cost-
effective at first, it's crucial to understand its
limitations. It can be labor-intensive, might
introduce human errors, and may not be
practical for extensive data collection or
tracking dynamic price shifts, particularly as
data collection scales or when real-time
insights become vital for the business. What
may have started as a quick copy-paste
exercise can swiftly evolve into hours or even
days of manual labor, leading to potential
errors and inconsistencies. Furthermore,
real-time or frequent data monitoring poses
another set of challenges. Manually tracking
price changes becomes an impractical
endeavor when prices fluctuate multiple

times in a day.
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2.Use a free tool:

Free web scraping tools are not hard to find, they can be found as a browser extension or as an

online dashboard. It requires some work from you to set them up, but typically you don’t need to

write any computer programming code to use these tools. After setting up, scraping tools can

automatically extract information from websites, and convert it into readable and recognizable

information. Because of the strength created by powerful automated computer programs, web

scraping tools can help achieve a lot more than just scraping manually.

Here are a few examples of free web scraping tools:

Enterprise-level

Free Features Paid Plans .
projects
Local use
A free chrome onlyDynamic
s ST extenspn, with an. Web5|t.esJavaScr|pt $50-$300/month
easy point-and-click executionCSV
interface. exportCommunity
support
A free Chrome Scrape 500
) pages/monthUse
extension that allows Public & Create new
Data Miner you to extract data . $19.99-$200/month
. . RecipesNext Page
from websites using a . .
. . AutomationRestricte
visual interface. .
d on some domains
Offers web scraping l%?\g;‘:?;sts
ScrapingBot | API for data from ) €39-€699/month
. RequestsPremium
various sectors. .
Proxies
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Pros

Leveraging free digital tools can expedite
the data extraction process. Numerous
software solutions are available that can
automate data collection and even offer
preliminary analysis. Though they might
come with a learning curve but, mastering
these tools can significantly streamline the
web scraping process, ensuring that the job

is not only cost-effective but also efficient.

Cons

You'll need to set up the system by
yourself before you can web scrape. If you
are completely new to competitor pricing
software, you will likely have trouble
understanding the software terminologies
and navigating the system. Also, there will
be a learning curve for mastering the web
scraping tool. Even though most of these
tools claim they are user-friendly and
automated, it's often not as

straightforward as it seems.

Web scraping for $1,000 or less

1. Use a paid software:

Let’s say you have up to a few hundred dollars to invest in web scraping, in this case, you may

consider using paid software. These tools vary in their features and pricing, and the cost mainly

depends on the subscription package you choose.

The cost of web scraping software is often based on the volume of data being processed or the

number of requests being made. Many web scraping tools offer a variety of packages to choose

from depending on your project needs. Some have premium plans with flat fees. Others charge

per request and will show a custom price based on the data volume you select.

Paid automated tools usually come with several pricing tiers, each with a limit on the number of

requests. The first package is designed for simpler projects and costs range from $50 to $100.

The second package is ideal for moderate complexity projects and can cost from $100 to $500.

Finally, the third package is designed for more complex projects, starting from $500 and up.

Each one will specify the volume, frequency, and delivery format limitations. If you want to test

it out to check if the package is right for your project, most tools offer free trial periods. Let’s

take a look at a few options:

Ficstar Software Inc.
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Free Plan Features

A web scraping tool that

Pricing

200 pages per run5

ParseHub allows you to extract data public projectsLimited $189-$599/
from websites with a point- supportData retention month
and-click interface. for 14 days
A web scraping tool that 10 tasksRun tasks on
provides a visual interface local devices onlyUp
for scraping data from to 10K data rows per
websites. It offers a range exportUnlimited $89-$399/

Octoparse . .
of features, including pages per month
automatic IP rotation, runUnlimited
scheduling, and data export devicesLimited
to various formats. support
A v;/eb s:‘:raplr:gt:nd that Compute units (CU):
atrtomation pfatiorm tha 10 CUSRAM: 4 GBMax

. allows users to extract data $49-$999/
Apify . concurrent runs:
from websites and month
25Rented actors:
automate workflows .
. - Limited
without writing code.
Pros

Paid web scraping software offers a robust solution for businesses that need to extract data

from the web. These tools boast the power to scrape vast quantities of data, even from

complex websites, providing cleaned and formatted data in various user-preferred formats.

Users can often build web scraping tasks with minimal or no coding. Al enhancements have

made these tools increasingly user-friendly, although some may still require a learning curve

or programming knowledge. Although some providers offer great help centers and customer

support, some will lack that kind of attention.

Paid web scraping software is an investment that should align with a business's specific

needs and long-term goals. The initial cost and potential learning curve must be weighed

against the benefits of having an efficient, automated tool that can yield accurate and

actionable insights.
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Cons

Again you'll need to set up the system by yourself before you can run the web scraping jobs. If
you are completely new to web scraping you will probably have trouble understanding the
software terminologies and navigating the system. Also there will be a learning curve for
mastering the web scraping tool. Even though most of these tools claim they are easy to use,
point and click and everything automated, it is very unlikely things are as simple as that. Most of
the time, you'll need to understand the programming logic before creating a successful web
scraping project. If you never did any software programming before; and so without the
knowledge of condition statement or loop function, it'll be impossible for you to create a good
web scraping project at the beginning. You'll probably need to spend a lot of time learning and
practicing to become proficient in using the web scraping tools. We have seen customers using
web scraping tools for years and still can’t run some projects successfully — because mastering
web scraping is not an easy task at all.

Another challenge for scraping with a software program is when the web data to be scraped is
not in a standard format, the software might not be able to collect the data for you. For example
some websites put the prices in an image format so the software cannot collect the data - this
is actually their purpose to prevent you from using a web scraping software to collect data from
the websites. Or you need to set a new store location to see the different stock inventory
numbers and prices but you cannot automate this process with the software.

The ultimate challenge comes when the website detects you're using a web scraping software
and starts to show you the Captchas to resolve. These are very complicated technologies
designed to block web bots. They want to ensure you're a human not a robot doing this job.
Typically a paid software will likely have a “proxy” solution built inside so you can start to use it
to overcome the website challenges. However most of these “built in” proxy solutions won’t
work well on complex websites with advanced anti-bot technologies. It also comes with a steep
price to use the proxy function in these software programs. Sometimes the paid software has
the function that allows you to buy proxies somewhere else and integrate them into the
software. It is very challenging to use this function for normal non-technical business people.
Also it's very difficult to find good proxies that will work well with complex web scraping
projects. To do this will drastically increase your workload and create a big uncertainty on
whether the project can be done or not. Eventually it's your job to decide if to use paid software
or not for your web scraping project.

Ficstar Software Inc.
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2. Hire a freelancer:

Freelancer can help you free from the software programming work and save you time to work
on other important things.

Freelancers usually charge per hour. Low-range hourly rates vary from $10 to $50. Mid-range
freelance price varies around $50 to $100. More experienced freelancers will charge you more
than $100 per hour. What affects the cost is mainly their expertise level and the location of
freelancers.

Be careful this is the hourly rate and so the amount above is not the total price of the freelance
job. Even if your project is considered simple, it is very unlikely a freelancer will do the job in only
one hour. The cost will likely be more. Why? You will need to consider the time for the freelancer
to set up the crawler and run the job for you. Also they will need extra time to correct the job if

things are not going right at the first time. And so the cost will be even higher.

If you're not comfortable with the variable hourly rate and the uncertainty of cost for the job,
there is a better option for you. Most freelancing websites allow freelancers to create packages,
where the freelancer pre-determines the amount of time they will need based on a set number
of data sources and pages scraped, or you can set a fixed price for your project. Once again it is
important to say that pricing will depend widely on what the freelancer will do, where they are

located, and their level of expertise.

Popular freelancer websites: Fiverr, Upwork, Freelancer, PeoplePerHour and Guru

Pros

Freelancers can be a cost-efficient solution if you need web scraping with a quick turnaround
and no long-term obligation. Also, they are a good fit for simple and standard web scraping
jobs. They are usually knowledgeable and flexible to accommodate your specifications.

However, there are challenges when hiring a freelancer.
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Cons

One of the main challenges is the need to evaluate and trust their expertise based solely on
your skills to analyze their portfolio, read their client reviews, and check their success rates.
Plus, you will need some knowledge of web scraping in order to judge if their skills are a

good fit for your project and if the results they provide are accurate.

It is important to keep in mind that hiring a freelancer is a trial and error process. Even if
you provide them with a detailed job description, and you read every single one of their
exceptional reviews, each project is different, and so there is no guarantee that they will

produce good results for your project.

One of the most common challenges for corporate customers to hire freelancers for their
web scraping projects is the reliability issue of freelancers. The freelancers can simply walk
away from a job after a period of time if the job is too challenging for them. Or they can
send you bad results but claim “this is what is” and there is nothing you can do with that. Or
they are too occupied with other projects or personal stuff and so your job will get delayed
or even forgotten. Or they can simply just disappear or be non-responsive for whatever
reason. In short, they are not your employees and not everyone must keep their reputation
at the perfect level online. And the so-called “contract” between you and them can only

provide some limited assurance such as a refund when you don't receive results at all.
Ultimately, whether or not to hire a freelancer depends on the size of your project and

specific needs - and your tolerance on potential bad results and experience. If you don’t
have the budget or time to risk the outcome, a freelancer may not be the ideal solution.
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Web scraping for $1,000 or more

1. Hire a web scraping service company:

A web scraping service provider is a company specialized in web scraping with solid
experience completing many web scraping projects. The cost for hiring a web scraping service
company can vary depending on the provider and the specific services they offer. The first
cost is the set-up fee, which varies conforming to the complexity of the project. This cost
covers the initial work that needs to be done to set up the web scraping system. It includes
developing the custom code to scrape the specific data needed, testing the code, and
ensuring that it can be run efficiently and reliably.

In addition to the set-up cost, there is a monthly cost associated with web scraping services.
This cost covers the ongoing work required to maintain the scraping system and ensure that it
continues to run smoothly. The monthly cost can vary depending on the size and complexity
of the project, as well as the frequency of data scraping. While web scraping software has a
fixed monthly price, web scraping services offer a more flexible pricing model based on the
specific needs of the project and you are not limited to a set number of requests. Therefore,
most probably, the web scraping provider will require you to contact them for a quote based
on your specific needs.

Overview Web Scraping Pricing

A web data platform for data on-
demand or software tools to unlock
websites. Offers web data extraction
services for business needs.

Zyte Starting from $450+

Datamam works with companies to
Datamam effectively extract, organize and Starting from $5,000+
analyze global data.

A web scraping service provider that

ScrapeHero .
R offers custom solutions.

Starting from $550+
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HOW MUCH DOES WEB SCRAPING COST?

Pros

The main benefit of working with an established web scraping service provider is their
commitment to customer service. Most providers will work closely with you to understand
your specific needs and ensure that the data they provide meets your requirements. They
also have a team of experts who can answer your questions and provide technical support
when needed. Moreover, letting a service provider handle your web scraping needs means
you won't do any technical work, and you don't need to worry about controlling and

micromanaging the web scraping process.

When you work with a web scraping company, you're working with an established business
with a reputation to uphold. This means they're more likely to have a team of experienced
professionals who can provide the expertise and support you need. Additionally, web
scraping companies often have established protocols in place for handling issues or
problems that may arise during the data collection process.

Cons

Apart from higher costs, many service providers require long-term commitments or
contracts, which might not offer the flexibility some businesses need. Moreover, when using
a service provider, businesses might feel they have less direct control over the data

extraction process, especially if urgent changes or adjustments are needed.

When choosing a web scraping company, there are several factors to consider to ensure that
you get the best service for your business needs. Location is one important consideration, as
it can affect communication and support. It is also an important consideration in case your
data need is time-sensitive, due to the difference in time zones. Additionally, it's important to
look at the company’s previous clients and projects, to see if they have experience in your
industry and if they have successfully completed similar jobs in the past. Testimonials and
case studies can also provide valuable insight into the quality of their work and customer

service.
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What if you have an even bigger budget, say
$10,000 or more?

1. Enterprise-level web scraping services:

If you are an enterprise customer who can’t take the risk of paying for low-quality results and
need to trust experts to deliver accurate, reliable, and customized results that meet your unique
needs, or you have a super hard web scraping project, it's the best for you to hire a web
scraping service provider with a track record of helping enterprise-level organizations succeed
in large-scale and complicated projects.

Let’'s use an example to explain the value behind a high-quality custom-designed web scraping
solution. Have you ever hired a moving company? Let’s say you were moving out from a rental
apartment. You probably didn't have a lot of stuff, and a couple of friends and a U-Haul with
some second-hand boxes did the job just fine. But as life progresses you accumulate valuable
furniture and even some antiques with added sentimental value. At this point, | trust you care a
lot about how these objects will be handled and you are likely going to hire an expert moving
company, with solid experience, big trucks, professional movers, special wrappings, tools, and
techniques that guarantee a smooth moving process. Well, and this may come as no surprise to
you, but a high-quality moving company that can handle large volumes and complex furniture,
such as antiques and a heavy piano, will come with a taller price. But you see the value of
having peace of mind and a worry-free process - that sense of security, knowing that you are
receiving the best possible service, without having to sacrifice your own time.

The same happens with web scraping. By outsourcing your web scraping to an experienced
service provider, you can enjoy peace of mind knowing that the job is in the hands of experts.
Plus, you can demand results that meet your specific requirements and timeline because the
service provider has the expertise to handle complex web scraping tasks and will be able to

deliver accurate and reliable results to you on time.

Enterprise-level competitor price service providers offer tailored solutions to meet the
unigue needs of each client. Pricing begins at around $10,000, for large complexity
projects. They operate on a custom pricing model, delving deep into your project specifics
to quote a price that takes into account the number of competitor websites, products, and

the desired update frequency.
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How much does Enterprise
web scraping cost?

When determining the pricing for their
services, enterprise-level competitor price
service providers undertake a
comprehensive evaluation of various
factors:

B

A simplified example of an enterprise-

level web scraping quote could be:

Fixed Price Plan: $10,000 per month
Included in the Plan:
» Data volume: 9 distributor sites, each
with 1 million SKUs.
o Frequency: Weekly deliveries
e One-time system setup fee

o Dedicated customer support

Ficstar Software Inc.

1) Client's Scope of Work: understanding
the number of websites or competitors they
want to track, the total products under
surveillance, and the desired data update

frequency.

2) Complexity of data sources: some
websites present heightened intricacies,
whether due to anti-bot protocols, dynamic
pricing algorithms, or multifaceted site
structures, which necessitate sophisticated
extraction methodologies and subsequently

escalate costs.

3) Customization: arecurrent demand
among enterprise clientele, and tailored
solutions integrating with existing IT
systems or offering specialized data formats

invariably command a higher price.

4) Data storage: its longevity, and handling
methods also play a part in cost
determination, especially if there's a
preference for extensive historical data
retention or real-time streaming, both of

which require advanced infrastructure.

5) The frequency of data retrieval; more
regular updates entail heightened costs due

to the increased resources they demand.

6) Technical overheads: encompassing
server maintenance, cloud storage,
bandwidth, and other IT essentials, are

factored into the pricing structure.
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Pros

One of the main advantages of working with an enterprise-level web scraping service
provider is that you will benefit from their exceptional capabilities of handling complicated
projects. They have invested into sophisticated technologies that can extract large amounts
of data from complex websites. Additionally, they have experienced project management
and quality control staff to ensure data quality and on time delivery. They also have
extensive experience working with multiple-function teams from corporate customers which
helps them better understand the specific requirements of a complex project.

Another advantage for using an enterprise-level web scraping service provider is the ability
to receive a personalized solution tailored to your specific needs. These service providers
have the resources and expertise to create custom-designed results that can seamlessly
integrate into your data system. This level of customization can be critical for your business
needs, as it ensures you are getting the most value from web scraping and making informed

decisions based on reliable data.

Another benefit of using a professional web scraping service is the level of customer support
they provide. A specialized provider will work closely with you to understand your needs and
provide customized solutions that meet your specific requirements. Most of the corporate
projects have specific support needs, such as creating data in specialized formats to be used
in internal IT systems, and the project requirements are updated constantly based on
feedback from the end users. Timely support from a team of dedicated professionals working
on whatever you need is the cure to fix any possible issue that happens along the way.
Moreover, an enterprise-level web scraping service provider will provide business advice and
recommendations based on their extensive experience and use their unparalleled skills to

make your project achieve the result way more than what you can get from anyone else.

In short, if you want a web scraping project done successfully from the beginning, hire a
professional web scraping service provider with the expertise. They will bring in experienced
specialists to ensure quality, on time delivery, customer support, long-term engagement and

a professional relationship with your success in mind.
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Web Scraping Methods and
their Hidden Cost

Whether it's for competitive analysis, market research, or monitoring
price trends, web scraping services offer invaluable insights. However,
as with any endeavor, the true cost of web scraping can possibly go
beyond the starting price, and understanding the hidden (and
unexpected) cost is essential for making informed decisions.
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Manual Web Scraping

If it's a very small job, you can consider taking matters into your own hands and manually

copying and pasting the content you need. For a simple job, this is possible. But as the

complexity increases, it will get harder, and more time-consuming to do it manually.

While it may seem enticing to undertake manual web scraping for small, straightforward tasks,

the hidden costs of this seemingly cost-effective approach become increasingly apparent as

complexity and frequency rise. It can quickly become a drain on resources as complexity and

frequency increase. As data demands grow, investing in automated web scraping solutions or

outsourcing to professionals becomes a more sensible and efficient choice, saving both time

and money in the long run. Let's take a look at the costs:

Opportunity Cost:

Perhaps the most significant hidden cost
of manual web scraping is the
opportunity cost. The time and resources
spent on manual scraping could be
redirected towards other tasks that add
more value to your business or personal

endeavours.

Errors:

Manual web scraping is susceptible to
errors and inconsistencies. Human
operators may inadvertently introduce
inaccuracies, miss data points, or
misinterpret information. These errors
can lead to flawed insights and decisions
based on incomplete or incorrect data,

resulting in unplanned expenses.
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Time:

Manual web scraping can be incredibly
time-consuming, especially when dealing
with larger datasets or frequent updates.
What is the value of your time? Also, if
you are paying for an employee to do the
manual scraping that time could be
better spent on more strategic activities
and is lost in the process.
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Free Web Scraping Tools

Free web scraping tools are readily available and often seem like an attractive option for those
seeking to extract data from websites without the need for extensive coding knowledge. These
tools can be found as browser extensions or online dashboards, offering a user-friendly interface
for data extraction. While they may appear convenient and cost-effective on the surface, there
are hidden costs in terms of customization, reliability, data quality, scalability, support, and
security considerations.

The initial appeal of free web scraping tools can lead users to overlook the hidden costs that
accumulate over time. These may include time spent learning and troubleshooting the tool,
dealing with data quality issues, and addressing limitations in functionality. These tools may not
offer the flexibility to tailor scraping operations to your specific needs. When dealing with
complex websites or unique data requirements, this lack of customization can be a significant
drawback that can result in overhead costs. Let's dive in:

Learning Curve:

Using free web scraping tools often involves a learning curve, especially for users who are
new to web scraping. Understanding how to configure and operate these tools effectively
can take a significant amount of time. Users may need to invest hours or even days learning
the ins and outs of the tool, troubleshooting issues, and optimizing scraping strategies. This
time spent learning the tool can be a valuable resource that could have been used for more

productive tasks.

The learning curve not only consumes time but can also lead to frustration and errors during
the initial stages of using the tool. It can delay the start of data extraction projects and
potentially result in suboptimal outcomes until users gain proficiency. When evaluating the
costs of free web scraping tools, it's crucial to consider the time and effort required to
become proficient in their use.
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Unreliable Performance: Lack of Support and Updates:

Free tools may not always deliver
consistent performance. They rely on
publicly available APIs or scraping
techniques that are susceptible to
changes on websites. This can lead to
disruptions in data extraction, requiring
constant monitoring and adjustments to
maintain reliability. Also, they may

Free tools may not have dedicated
support teams or regular updates. As
websites change their structures or
introduce new security measures, these
tools may become obsolete or
dysfunctional. Users are left to
troubleshoot issues on their own,

consuming valuable time.

misinterpret website structures, leading
to missing or inaccurate information.
Users may need to invest time in post-
processing and data cleaning to ensure
the quality of the extracted data.

Paid Web Scraping Software

Paid software may seem like a logical choice because they offer a range of features and pricing
packages, with costs varying depending on your specific project requirements. While paid web
scraping software can indeed be efficient, offering powerful automation capabilities, they come
with their own set of hidden costs that should not be overlooked, such as setup, learning curve,
data format limitations, Captcha challenges, proxy management, and potentially escalating
costs as data needs increase. Businesses, and individuals, should carefully evaluate whether
the benefits of using paid software outweigh these hidden costs and whether they have the

technical expertise to effectively use such tools for web scraping projects.

Initial Setup and Learning Curve:

Similar to free web scraping tools, paid software requires setup before you can start
extracting data. If you are new to web scraping, you may find yourself grappling with
unfamiliar software terminologies and navigating a complex system. There's often a learning
curve involved, even with tools claiming to be user-friendly. Mastery of the software may
require understanding programming logic, making it challenging for those without prior
coding experience. This learning process can be time-consuming and frustrating.
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Cost on Proxy:

Paid web scraping software may provide
proxy IP address solutions, but they are
not free and managing and integrating
proxies can be challenging, especially for
non-technical users. Finding reliable
proxies that work well with complex
scraping projects can be time-consuming
and uncertain, leading to increased
workload and potential project delays.

Data Format Limitations:

Paid web scraping software may struggle
to collect data from websites that do not
follow standard data formats. For
instance, if a website presents prices as
images to deter scraping, the software
may be unable to extract this data.
Similarly, if a website requires
interactions like setting new store
locations to access information,
automation with the software may prove
difficult or impossible. This challenge will
demand you to look for professional help,

increasing the cost of the project.
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Costs Based on Data Volume:

The cost of paid web scraping software
often depends on the volume of data
being processed or the number of
requests made. While some tools offer
free trial periods to test their suitability,
it's essential to monitor costs as data
needs grow, as this can lead to

unexpected expenses.

Captcha Challenges:

One of the most significant challenges
with paid web scraping software arises
when websites detect automated
scraping and deploy Captchas to block
access. These Captchas are designed to
distinguish humans from bots. While paid
software often includes a “proxy” solution
to overcome Captchas, it may not work
effectively on websites with advanced
anti-bot technologies. Additionally, using
built-in or external proxy solutions can
incur additional costs and complexity.
Again, this challenge will demand you to
look for professional help that was not

previously planned for, increasing costs.
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Web Scraping Freelancer:

While freelancers can be a cost-effective solution for certain web scraping needs, there are

hidden costs related to hourly rates, variable pricing, trust evaluation, the trial and error nature

of hiring, reliability concerns, and limited contractual assurance. Deciding whether to hire a

freelancer should depend on the specific requirements and tolerance for potential challenges,

risks, and additional costs associated with the project. Careful evaluation of both the freelancer

and the project scope is crucial to mitigate these hidden costs effectively.

Expertise Evaluation:

Assessing the expertise of freelancers
can be challenging. You'll need to rely on
their portfolio, client reviews, and
success rates to gauge their capabilities.
Without a deep understanding of web
scraping, it can be difficult to determine if
their skills align with your project’s
requirements or if the results they
provide are accurate. Remember, the
payment you own the freelancer is
independent of results delivered. In many
circumstances, you probably end up
paying for a service that did not achieve
the desired results.

Trial and Error Process:

Hourly Rates and Uncertain Costs:

Freelancers typically charge per hour,
with rates varying widely based on their
expertise and location. While the hourly
rate might initially seem reasonable, it's
important to note that the actual cost
can be significantly higher. Web scraping
projects often require additional time for
setup, troubleshooting, and corrections.
These unforeseen hours can drive up the
final price, making it challenging to
estimate the project’s total cost
accurately. Moreover, freelancers may
offer variable pricing models, such as
pre-determined packages or fixed project
prices. This variability in pricing can make
it difficult to budget effectively.

Hiring a freelancer often involves a trial and error process. Even if you provide a detailed job

description and vet them thoroughly, each project is unique. There's no guarantee that a

freelancer will consistently deliver good results, leading to potential setbacks and

frustration. Also, freelancers are not bound by the same level of commitment as employees.

They may abandon a challenging project, provide subpar results, or become unresponsive

due to other commitments or personal reasons. This lack of reliability can jeopardize project

timelines and outcomes.
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Web Scraping Service Company:

Web scraping service companies offer invaluable professional expertise and comprehensive
support to streamline your data extraction needs. While they often present a starting price, such
as “from $1,000 per month,” it's important to recognize that this initial cost is just one part of
the pricing equation. The pricing structure can be multifaceted and may not explicitly detail the
data volume or scope covered at the starting price. However, this nuanced pricing approach

ensures that you receive tailored solutions that precisely match your requirements.

Web scraping services employ a flexible pricing model that considers various factors, including
the complexity of tasks, the number of websites involved, data volume, and your specific
project needs. The comprehensive pricing structure may become clearer as you engage with
the service provider during a call or request a customized quote.

The core service of extracting data from websites is typically included in the price. This involves

writing code to collect the desired information from target websites.

Therefore, the price will include:

o Data Cleaning and Data Verification. « Proxy and Captcha Services.
 Infrastructure Costs. e Monitoring and Maintenance.

« Data Storage and Backup.
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Beyond the basic price, there are additional expenses that may arise:

Dedicated Technician and
Premium Support:

One of the hidden costs associated with
web scraping is specialized support.
Many web scraping projects require the
expertise of a dedicated technician. This
individual ensures that the scraping
process runs smoothly, efficiently, and
without disruptions. While this support is
invaluable, it does come with an added

expense.

Additionally, premium support services,
which offer faster response times and
extra assistance, may be offered at an
additional cost. These services can be
vital, especially for projects with tight
deadlines or complex requirements.

One-Time System Setup Fee:

Data Volume Charges:

Another often-overlooked cost is related
to data volume. Web scraping is all about
extracting data from web pages, and the
amount of data you extract directly
impacts your expenses. Data volume is
typically measured in terms of page
requests, and providers may charge per
volume of page requests.

To estimate your data volume charges,
you need to consider the scale of your
web scraping project. For example, if your
project involves 4 million page requests
in a month, you would incur an additional
charge per million-page requests
according to the frequency, weekly or
monthly, or daily.

Beyond monthly expenses, there is often a one-time system setup fee associated with web

scraping projects. This fee covers the initial configuration, tool setup, and other technical

requirements. Even though this is a fee you don’t like to pay upfront, it's likely the only way

for your service provider to protect their investment in your project in the case when you

call it off at an earlier time than expected. However, finding a service provider who can

waive this fee for you might not be an easy task.
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Strategies to Optimize Your
Web Scraping Budget

Cost-saving doesn’t have to equate to cutting corners. By making intelligent decisions about
what you need to scrape, how often to scrape, and whether to outsource, you can maintain or
even enhance the quality of our web scraping project while keeping costs in check.

Embracing these strategies can mean the difference between a web scraping project that
provides valuable insights and one that drains resources. Let’s stay focused on what truly
matters, continually assess our needs, and not be afraid to make adjustments. These steps will
guide us toward an effective, efficient, and economical web scraping project, aligning our

goals with our budget, no matter the size of your project or industry.
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1. Reduce the Number of Websites to be Scraped, Limit to Only Key
Target Websites

Web scraping a large number of sites is not just costly but can lead to a jumble of
information that might not be relevant. Let’s consider why reducing this number is
beneficial:

« Cost Reduction on Building Crawlers: Every new site may require a unique crawler. By
limiting yourself to only key target websites, you can significantly reduce the costs
associated with constructing and maintaining these crawlers.

« Focus on What Matters: By prioritizing the sites that are most relevant to your project,
itis ensured that the information gathered is valuable, directly contributing to your goals

without unnecessary expenditure.

B

Example: Let's say you're diving into the vast world of fashion trends. While it's tempting to
cast a wide net and scrape data from every fashion blog and website out there, it's essential
to prioritize quality over quantity. By honing in on authoritative industry pillars like Vogue,
Elle, or GQ, you ensure that the data you're gathering is both relevant and reputable. These
major publications not only have a track record of setting and reporting authentic trends but
also offer comprehensive insights, often backed by expert opinions and detailed research.
So, instead of sifting through heaps of data from myriad sources, some of which might be
redundant or not up to the mark, you obtain precise, high-caliber information from a few
select platforms. This method ensures efficiency and relevance, minimizing the time and
resources spent on potentially extraneous or low-quality data.
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2. Only Collect the Needed Data and Not Everything on the Websites

It might be tempting to scrape everything, thinking that more data equals better insights.
However, this approach is counterproductive:

« Reduction in Software Development Costs: By concentrating only on the required data,
you can cut back on software development costs. This selective approach reduces the
complexity of the scraping project.

« Bandwidth Savings: Scraping everything on the websites can consume a significant
amount of bandwidth. Being selective in what you need to scrape helps in cutting down
these costs.

B

Example: Imagine you're researching shoe pricing trends on an e-commerce platform. While
each product page may contain a myriad of details such as reviews, product descriptions,
shipping information, and so on, your project might only necessitate specific details. Instead of
extracting every single piece of information about the shoe, streamline your scraper to capture
only the price, brand, and color of each item. By focusing exclusively on these key attributes,
you ensure that your scraper is gathering data that's directly relevant to your project’s
objectives, and you're not overloading your storage with superfluous details. This approach not
only saves time but also bandwidth and storage costs, ensuring you're gathering just what you
need and nothing more.
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3. Run Less Updates if Possible

Consider how frequently you need the data to be updated. Do you need daily updates, or can

you properly manage the project with weekly ones?

« Study the needed frequency: If you only need the updated results every week, there is no
need to run the web scraping job every day. This decision alone can lead to substantial

savings on server strain, bandwidth, and human resources.

B

Example: You're monitoring hotel price fluctuations in a bustling city. Initially, you might think
that daily scrapes would offer the most up-to-date information. But after some analysis, you
realize that significant price alterations predominantly happen on a weekly basis, likely
corresponding to promotional or weekend rates. Given this insight, it's prudent to recalibrate
your approach. Instead of exhausting resources with daily scrapes, optimize your scraper to
gather data at the week’s close. This way, you still capture the pivotal price changes without
inundating your system with redundant data. By aligning your scraping frequency with the
actual pace of price modifications, you ensure efficiency while still retaining data accuracy.
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4. Outsource the Job to a Professional Service Company

While handling everything in-house gives us control, it might not always be the most cost-

effective option:

« Affordable Expertise: Professional service companies can do the web scraping jobs at a
much lower cost. This not only saves on direct costs but ensures a more efficient and

streamlined process.

« Higher Quality Results and Cost-Saving on QA: Web scraping professionals provide
higher quality results, which means we’ll save on the cost of quality assurance (QA) and
repeated work due to data quality issues. This aspect alone can trim down a significant

chunk of the expenses.

B

Example: An enterprise-level auto parts company with a vast product range, from simple car
mats to intricate engine components - With the market being highly competitive, it's imperative
for the enterprise to keep a keen eye on how their prices stack up against competitors,
especially since these competitors span various regions with their own e-commerce platforms,
promotions, and pricing strategies.

Initially, they attempted to manage their web scraping in-house. They had to constantly
develop and adjust crawlers for each competitor’'s website, some of which were protected
against scraping or had frequently changing structures. The in-house team often found
themselves in a loop of troubleshooting, adaptation, and maintenance, drawing resources away

from their core business operations.
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Final considerations

After all, how much will web scraping cost me?

There are enough web scraping solutions available to meet any budget and support any data
need. Take into consideration your budget, project complexity, technical expertise, time
availability and support needs. Then, select the method that will provide the best results for

you.
Here is our suggestions for getting the right web scraping solution for you (and the likely cost):

« For asimple job, try a free software (no cost)

« Pay a software to handle a bigger job (less than $100)

o Use a freelancer to do the job for you (less than $1,000)

« Hire a service provider to handle more complex work (more than $1,000)

« Work with an experienced enterprise-level service provider to ensure project success (more
than $10,000)

The choice of a pricing model for web scraping services hinges on a careful assessment of your
business’s specific needs. A thorough understanding of your requirements and the factors that
impact web scraping costs is essential to ensure a successful and cost-effective data

extraction endeavor.

Overall, if you are a corporation, enterprise-level web scraping offers transparency in pricing
and processes. It prioritizes customization, ensuring that pricing aligns precisely with your
project’'s complexity, data volume, and specific requirements. By emphasizing open
communication and client-centricity, enterprise web scraping providers offer a clear and

straightforward pricing structure that reflects each project’s unique needs.
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